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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
79 MADISON STREET 

WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 
(585) 593-1860 

LOVEGROWS@WELLSVILLEUMC.ORG 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 
 
 
 

 

        

                                                   Our Staff: 
         
            Interim Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Ron Isaman 
           Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Kim Smith 
           Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell 
           Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown 
                                               

     First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Service ~ Sundays @ 9:45 am 
 

Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 
E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 

Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 
 

Serving Christ and Community 
Since 1852 

SUMMER EVENTS: 
 
 

JULY 
 

Wednesday, July 10 — Book Study @ 3:30 PM in the Welcome Room 
 

Monday-Saturday, July 15-20 — Allegany County Fair, Angelica, NY 
 

Saturday, July 20 — Wellsville Balloon Rally Main Street Festival; volunteer sign-up 
sheet for our booth is located in the church foyer.   
 

Sunday, July 21 — Men’s Breakfast @ 8:00 AM; All men & boys are welcome! 
 

                  Hymn Sing @ 6:30 PM  
 

Sunday-Saturday, July 21-27 — Family Bible Camp @ The Camp at Findley; See  
brochures in the foyer for more information. 
 

 

AUGUST 
 

Sunday, August 3 — Memorial Service for Joanne Horton @ 11 AM 
 

Wednesday, August 21 — Annual Men’s Steak Bake @ Island Park, 6 PM; Watch  
Sunday bulletins for more information. 
 

Thursday, August 22 — September Messenger Articles Due 
 

Sunday, August 25 — Hymn Sing @ 6:30 PM 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Weekly Study Groups: 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room and is led by 
Joy Caldwell.  We are currently studying the series titled “Victors Every Day — Over-
coming Toxins that Poison the Believer.”  All women are invited! 
 
Men’s Bible Study  
Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM in the Welcome Room and is currently 
studying the book of James.  Come and share in our fellowship—all men are invited! 
 
Book Study 
Our Wednesday afternoon study group meets at 3:30 PM in the Welcome Room.   We are 
currently reading “If You Want to Walk on Water You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat.”  
All are invited to join!  Watch for meeting dates in Sundays’ bulletins. 



 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To our beloved church family in Wellsville FUMC.  There  
are no words  to sufficiently or fully express our profound  
thanksgiving for the exquisite gifts and outpouring of  
blessings at our farewell gathering last Sunday.  Our hearts 
are filled to overflowing with your kindness and love. 
 

Please know how dearly we will miss each of you; while now  
focusing on all that God has in front of us here in Cicero.  We 
count ourselves truly blessed to have served with you these 
past few years.   And now, Bonnie and I pray you embrace 
Pastor Ron and Cheryl with the same Christ-likeness, to 
which we testify is and always has been the main thing here 
in Wellsville FUMC.  To God be the glory! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Greg & Bonnie 
 
 
 

               July/August Newsletter 
 

             God’s Plans:  
 

            Jeremiah 29:11-13 New International Version (NIV) 
 

                  11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares  

the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 
 

Jeremiah was writing to the Israelites who were in exile in Babylon.  He writes to 

encourage them to go on living.  Can you imagine?   These folks were away from 

their homes. Their lives had been in turmoil.  They were being ruled over by Nebu-

chadnezzar II who had destroyed Solomon’s temple.   They were displaced and de-

spaired, yet Jeremiah tells them to go on and build houses, plant gardens and marry 

because God has a plan.  
 

Transitions are always a challenging time in our lives.  Sometimes amidst changes 

we wonder what God is up to.  But like the Israelites we must remember that God is 

alive and present and has a plan.   There are a couple of ways that we can deal with 

transitions. We can struggle against them, or we can embrace them with trust in 

God.  It is exciting and often a surprise to see what God is up to.  
 

That is where I am, called out of retirement wondering what it will be like to be in 

pastoral ministry once again.  Was this what I expected, NO!  Do I see where God is 

leading, Yes!  I have always held onto the verse “Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart; and lean not to your own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5.  And I hold to the 

promise that God made to the Israelites that he has a plan. With that said,  I am  

anticipating what God is going to do as Wellsville First UMC and Ron Isaman come  

together on this journey of faith.  
 

I look forward to being with you over this next year and seeing how God is taking a 

faithful congregation into the future. I love the spiritual tone I sense among you and 

I believe that we will be building houses, planting faith gardens and increasing the 

family as Jeremiah encouraged the Israelites to do. I know many of you and look 

forward to meeting the rest of the congregation and the community at large. May 

God bless the plans he has for us as we labor together for God’s Kingdom! 

In Christ, 

        



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Greetings from UMM! 
 

Our next Men's breakfast will be Sunday July 21st at 8:am.  Also please mark your  
calendar for the annual men and boy's steak bake on Wednesday August 21st at six 
o'clock at the main pavilion in Island  Park.  UMM where all Men and boys are always 
welcome.  See you there. 
    
Blessings,   Alan and Bryan 

OUTREACH/MISSION UPDATE 
 

A busy summer season for Outreach activities approaches.  Please watch for opportuni-
ties to participate in the Balloon Rally ministry, the Allegany Fair ministry, the August 
Community Kitchen Saturday luncheon ministry and the school supply donation minis-
try.  All are worthy opportunities for you to share the love of Jesus with those God has 
placed around you. 
 
We recently delivered your generous donations to the VA Center at Bath NY.  As  
always the staff at the VA Center was very appreciative and asked that I share their  
sincere thanks with you.  They also shared with us some facts regarding their operation 
at Bath that help give context to our donations.  The Bath VA is a member of the VA 
Healthcare Network Upstate New York and the Department of Veterans Affairs.  Bath 
VA serves over 12,000 of the 39,00 Veterans in its catchment area, providing over 
130,000 outpatient visits (many of which are conducted at the Wellsville community 
based outpatient facility), operating a 124 bed Nursing Home Care Unit and a 220 bed 
Domiciliary Facility.  Your donations directly support the operation of the nursing and 
domiciliary facilities.  Sadly, as we were informed by the staff with whom we met, 
many veterans needing the in-patient assistance of Bath VA arrive there with little more 
than the clothes on their back.  Obviously, our contributions make an enormous differ-
ence in their lives. 
 
Finally, I pause to express the thanks of the Outreach/Mission team for the incredible 
support provided by Pastor Greg and Bonnie during their “too short” time with us.  
Your advocacy for and personal participation in our Outreach ministries has deepened 
the culture of servanthood at Wellsville First United.  We will miss you.  We wish you 
Godspeed. 
 
Bryan Caldwell, Outreach Chairman 

     TRIPLE L 
 

On Thursday, June 20 Triple L held their annual summer picnic with 31 attending.   
A big thank you to Pastor Greg and Bonnie for providing and grilling the hot dogs and 
hamburgers.  An array of delightful picnic dishes were enjoyed by all.  After lunch 
many Forth of July stories were shared with much laughter.  Our next gathering will be 
on Thursday, September 19.  It was suggested possibly taking a trip to Pflumm’s, a new 
restaurant in Rexville, for lunch.  Watch the Sunday bulletins for more information.  
Have a safe and healthy summer!  God Bless!  

Let's take a look at our Church Rose Window 
      

We will start on the left side where we see a Phoenix rising from ashes to  
symbolize resurrection and immortal life.  
 

We move clockwise to the top where we see the nativity scene. Jesus is the 
reason we celebrate the nativity during advent each year.  
 

On the right is a baptismal fount. Baptism is the sacrament of admitting a  
person into Christianity.   
 

At the bottom of our window are three crosses. the largest symbolizes Jesus’ 
crucifixion. It was here that Jesus said, "forgive them for they do not know."   
Our time of fellowship and communion with Him begins at the cross.   
 

Finally, we approach the center of our window. We see the cross and a crown. 
The symbols of  death and heavenly reward.  Job well done my faithful  
servants. 
 

As you view the window each week 
may it symbolize your walk with 
Christ.      
 
Blessings!   Alan 

  
(It’s always a good time to revisit the 
Stained Glass Rose Window. This was 
given to WFUMC by the Otto Walchli  
family in 1956.) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                 
July  

 

July 7th — Celebrating the Third Anniversary of the Young  
                  Mr. & Mrs. Cornell, given by Darrin & Elva Cornell 

 

  July 14th — In Memory of Madeline B. White, given by Loved Ones 
 

July 21th — This Sunday is still open to order. 
 

July 28th — In Memory of Loved Ones, given by Rita Borne 
 

August  
 

August 4th — This Sunday is still open to order. 
 

August 11th — In Honor of Alan & Diane Forsberg’s  
                        50th Wedding Anniversary 

 

August 18th — This Sunday is still open to order. 
 

August 25th — Given by Bryan & Barbara Caldwell 
 
 

****************************************  

 
Greeters: 

 

July — Connie Brandes & Barb Stormer 
August — John & Kathryn Gilbert 

 
Counters: 

 

July — Michele Barry & Barb Caldwell 
            August — Truett Sweeting & Cathy Lewis 

                   LIBRARY NEWS 
 

The library has increased in size over this last year 
with many different types of books and many new 
authors with new stories to tell.  Some of the non-
fiction books have been updated by old and new  
authors.  New titles are serious and some are funny.   
Everyone should try one or the other.  It is becoming 
difficult to find Christian book stores in our area and 
even where I have previously been buying books, as 
book stores are going out of business.  All 200 Life 
Way stores across the U.S. will be no more at the 

end of this year.  The stores where I have bought books from before as in Lancaster, 
PA, Hagerstown, MD and Albany, GA are already closing as many others.  A friend 
told me many years ago that these stores would be doing just this due to people ordering 
online and so it has.  This has already been seen on other different types of stores.  I 
also have, as others have, to buy online to get the books I need.  Life Way is not the 
only large book store that has met this situation. 
 
This month there have been 38 new books added to the library.  Thirty-five were  
fiction, two are non-fiction and one is a study guide.  Some of the series have been 
added to and more will be updated.  More and more authors are into series lately.  Some 
can even be difficult to find even online but many have been found by others who  
donate books.  A big THANK YOU to all that do.  Donations this month from Betty 
Stoll, Joan Smith, Sue Browning and all who left books on the library desk and floor.  
Please take notice of the puzzles that are on the windowsill that can be taken out, 
worked and brought back.  No need to sign them out. 
 
Remember to stop in the Welcome Room/Library to have a cup of coffee, tea or juice 
and there may even be a snack or two.  Meet new people and old friends before and  
after our church worship service. 
 
The prayer bears are always available for anyone who is facing a difficult time, a sick 
relative or friend.  The bears are prayed over by the Tuesday bible class and are a  
reminder of the groups prayers for their situation.  Stop in the office and pick one up or 
see any of the Tuesday bible class participants. 
 
Sue Browning 
 

        



 

 

~ Focus on Prayer ~ 
Praying Continually 

  
 

“Rejoice always and delight in your faith; be unceasing and persistent 

in prayer; in every situation no matter what the circumstances, be 
thankful and continually give thanks to God; for this is the will of God 

for you in Christ Jesus.”    1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

What does it mean to pray without ceasing?  Many translations of 
Scripture render “pray continually” as “pray without ceasing,” includ-

ing the Authorized Version and the New King James version. 
 

Rather than checking off that we have finished with our prayers for 

the day, we are to live in constant conversation with the One who 

loves us.  We address Him when we wake up; we worship Him when 
we see the sunrise; we give thanks for our daily bread; we praise 

Him for work and ask for skill in doing it; we pray that our love will 
abound and that God will use us to share the gospel; we lament over 

broken relationships; and we talk to Him about traffic as we drive.   
 

We ask His counsel about how to spend our free time.  We ask Him to 

help us remain patient with family members.  We ask Him to use us 

when we call to comfort a friend.  We watch the news and pray for 
our government.  We ask Him to give us wisdom to solve problems. 
 

As long as we’re awake, we invite 
Him into our lives.  When we lie 

down at night, we recount His 
goodness to us; when we can’t 

sleep, we cast our cares on Him. 

 
Joy Caldwell,  

Prayer Coordinator 
 
 

FUMC Media Center Schedule 
 

(Volunteers need to arrive by 9:15 or before) 
 

   July     7 — Lewis     August     4 — Lewis 

            14 — Lewis              11 — Austin 

            21 — Hunt               18 — Hunt 

    28 — Austin               25 — Austin 

                           

           PLEASE call another volunteer if you find you  

           cannot be at church on your assigned Sunday: 
 

     Nyhl Austin — 585-593-3315 

     Allen Hunt — 585-593-1573 

(Updated 6/17/19)   John Lewis — 585-593-2257 

          
                                       
 

            MAY ‘19             YTD ‘19 

   

  Operating Budget Income            $  15,905  83,628        
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    6,670              33,525        

  Other Staff                                 3,895  19,529            

  Maintenance & Supplies            4,209  19,173             

  Teams        88    1,310               

  Ministry Shares             1,820    9,100            

  All Other Expenses                     238    3,867             
 

  Total Expenses:                   $  16,920  86,504         
 

  Income less Expenses                   $   (1,015)               (2,876)        
              



 

           
 

  1 — Kevin & Ginny LaForge    
  2 — Pat & Michele Barry 
16 — Alan & Diane Forsberg  
17 — Dan & Sharlet Fuller  
17 — Gary & Anne Barnes 
                

               
  1 — Herb Vaugn 
  4 — Michela Wilson 
  7 — April Palmiter  
11 — Joanne Allen               
13 — Linda Austin 
17 — Ginny LaForge              
20 — Art Lovel 
24 — Guy Milligan  
28 — Rita Borne   
29 — Dan Fuller   
29 — David Fuller 
   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 

 

 

                                     

  2 — Doris MacFarquhar 
  6 — John Cole   
15 — Richard Black  
18 — Pastor Ron  
25 — Beth Farwell 
27 — Larry Crear  
  

     Summer Church Office Hours: 
        July 1—August 30 
 

                           Monday—Thursday  
                    9 AM—3 PM 
 

Friday—Closed 
 

         (Changes will be noted on the main door.) 

             SUMMER HYMN SINGS 
 
 

 

Sunday, July 21st 
and 

Sunday, August 25th 
6:30 PM 

 

Come and bring a friend.  
We sing our favorite hymns new and old. 

Please join us! 

Giant Register Tapes & Food Pantry Donations 
 

Please bring in your nonperishable grocery and sundry  
donations for the Salvation Army food pantry on the first 

Sunday of each month (or any Sunday is fine too!).   
The collection box is located to the right in the sanctuary   
Giant register tape collection bin is located in the Library.  

Thank you for your continued participation!                          



 

 

JULY PRAYER LIST: 
 

  1 — Those Sick/Hospitalized   
  2 — Women’s Bible Study 
  3 — Jail Ministry 
  4 — Our Country & Leaders 
  5 — Men’s Bible Study 
  6 — Pastor Ron Isaman 
  7 — Pastor’s Family 
  8 — Office Manager (Kim) 
  9 — AA & NA 
10 — Jail Ministry 
11 — Music Director/Organist (Joy) 
12 — Praise Team & Choir 
13 — Pastor Ron 
14 — Pastor’s Family 
15 — Custodian (Mary) 
16 — Fair Ministry (July 15-21) 
17 — Jail Ministry 
18 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ 
19 — Balloon Rally Main St. Festival Outreach (July 20) 
20 — Pastor Ron 
21 — Pastor’s Family  
22 — Family Bible Camp at Findley (July 21-27) 
23 — Healing for Broken Relationships     
24 — Jail Ministry          
25 — Homebound Church Family     
26 — Church Families 
27 — Pastor Ron 
28 — Pastor’s Family 
29 — Those Experiencing Loss 
30 — Financial Stability for Our Church 
31 — Jail Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

AUGUST PRAYER LIST: 
 

   1 — Those Sick or Hospitalized 
  2 — Men’s Bible Study 
  3 — Pastor Ron 
  4 — Pastor’s Family 
  5 — Office Manager (Kim) 
  6 — Women’s Bible Study 
  7 — Jail Ministry 
  8 — Music Director/Organist (Joy) 
  9 — Praise Team & Choir 
10 — Pastor Ron 
11 — Pastor’s Family 
12 — Custodian (Mary) 
13 — Church Families 
14 — Jail Ministry 
15 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ 
16 — Those Experiencing Loss 
17 — Pastor Ron 
18 — Pastor’s Family      
19 — Church Families        
20 — Jail Ministry      
21 — Men’s Steak Bake   
22 — AA & NA 
23 — Worship Service     
24 — Pastor Ron       
25 — Pastor’s Family   
26 — Healing for Broken Relationships 
27 — Church Volunteers 
28 — Jail Ministry 
29 — Financial Stability for Our Church 
30 — Pastor Ron 
31 — Pastor’s Family 


